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our present constitutional system. Professor Ford believes that Hamil- 
ton and Jefferson differed in their fundamental political principles much 
less than is commonly thought and he makes clear that the open breach 
between them did not occur until questions of foreign policy became 
critical. He finds one of the great blemishes on Hamilton's reputation 
in his willingness, after retiring from the cabinet, to continue in the 
private and irresponsible direction of public affairs, a direction "incom- 
patible with any sort of constitutional government." With Adams 
retaining Washington's cabinet, a group which still recognized Hamil- 
ton's influence and authority, a quarrel between the two men was inevi- 
table. But the feud was due in part to Adams' character and, while 
not excusing Hamilton for his final attack on Adams, the author is dis- 
posed to lay less blame on Hamilton than most historians have done. It 
is questionable whether Professor Ford's characterization of Adams as 
' ' a vain, irascible, garrulous pedant, ' ' does full justice to the man. Burr, 
on the other hand, emerges as a much less villainous figure than the 
admirers of Hamilton have heretofore been willing to admit. After 
declaring that Burr fully realized the ideal portrayed in Chesterfield's 
Letters, the author gives evidence to show that Hamilton was guilty of 
a continued and malicious persecution of Burr which under the customs 
of the day amply warranted the challenge to duel. 

In Professor Ford's judgment the charges that Hamilton's political 
views were aristocratic or monarchial are wholly unsound. He believes 
him to have been far in advance of his age in recognizing and adhering 
to the essential principles of real democratic government. He believed in 
manhood suffrage and representative government. "His constitutional 
ideal . . . may be fairly described as plenary power in the adminis- 
tration, subject to direct and continuous accountability to the people, 
maintained by a representative assembly, broadly democratic in its 

character." 

Eobert Eugene Cushman 

Jonathan Trumbull. Governor of Connecticut. 1769-1784. By his great- 
great-grandson, Jonathan Trumbull. (Boston: Little, Brown, and 
eompany, 1919. xm, 362 p.) 

Among the "war governors" of the American revolution, there is no 
more picturesque figure than that of Jonathan Trumbull, the sturdy 
Puritan whig who took his place at the head of the Connecticut govern- 
ment on the death of his predecessor in 1768 and held it, by repeated 
annual elections, for more than fifteen years. His services to his own 
state and to the common cause of independence were great and are 
naturally recalled with satisfaction in this book by one of his descendants. 
Unfortunately, the author did not live to see the work through the press. 

This is not the first attempt at a biography of Governor Trumbull. 
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In 1849, Isaac W. Stuart published a voluminous work quite uncritical 
in its approach to the subject and expanded to an inordinate length by 
a diffuse and highly rhetorical style. The reader of this new biography 
will be grateful to its author for telling the story in about half the space 
required by his predecessor and in a plain, straightforward style. Mr. 
Trumbull has used some new material, though in the main his sources are 
the same as those used by Stuart. He has also been conscientiously on 
his guard against the pitfalls which beset a family biography. Of most 
direct interest to most readers of this journal are the chapters dealing 
with the Wyoming controversy. 

Notwithstanding its solid virtues, the book leaves something to be 
desired, whether from a literary or a scientific point of view. There are 
too many long quotations from formal documents, some of which add 
comparatively little to the information of the reader. Wider reading of 
recent books on the genesis of the revolution would have saved the writer 
from some errors and would have enabled him to give a more adequate 
setting for the old governor's career. Notwithstanding his obvious effort 
to be fair, he could not quite escape the prepossessions of his family con- 
nection and his state patriotism. There is a little too much impatience 
with inconsiderate disturbers of pleasant Connecticut traditions; after 
all, we are reminded, they may be as good as much that passes for 
history, comparatively little of which ' ' can be proved by direct evidence, 
such as seems to be called for to prove the authenticity of our Brother 
Jonathan tradition." E. B. G. 

A short history of the British commonwealth. Volume i. By Ramsay 
Muir. (London : George Philip and son, limited, 1920. 824 p.) 
This first volume extends to the year 1763 and a second volume bring- 
ing the narrative down to the present time is soon to follow. Mr. Muir 
has not followed the traditional perspective of English history, for 
his object is to tell how the present British empire came into being and 
how it works. The whole treatment of the subject is subordinated to 
this larger concept. Naturally in this volume we have to do with the 
beginnings, but more pages than ordinary are devoted to Scotland, Wales, 
and Ireland as starting points in the great expansion. The account of 
the American colonies and of the East India company to 1763 is very 
satisfactory, both being treated from the imperial point of view. Amer- 
ican students will find Mr. Muir's interpretation of the eighteenth 
century, in its local and imperial aspects, illuminating, although he is 
not acquainted with some important contributions to the interpretation 
of this period that have been made by American scholars. 

C. W. A. 



